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Winter safety tips from MOFD
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Even though experts are predicting another
relatively dry winter for California, it doesn’t
mean that occasional storms like the one this
week won’t pop up to wreak havoc on those
who are not prepared. The Moraga-Orinda Fire
District’s website offers dozens of Winter
Safety Tips to help residents get through the
season out of harm’s way.

Power outages could happen without
warning due to severe weather or other rea-
sons. Make sure to have battery-operated
flashlights and radios close at hand to avoid an
unnecessary scavenger hunt scenario in the
dark, and remember that those items are use-
less without fresh batteries. Make certain to
keep your cell phone well-charged, because a
power outage’s duration could be lengthy.
MOFD recommends unplugging electric appli-
ances in order to avoid overloading circuits
and fire hazards when the power comes back
on, thereby creating a power surge. Leave a
lamp on to indicate that the power has re-
turned. Make extra ice by freezing water in
plastic containers to keep foods from spoiling.
To report downed power lines call 9-1-1 or Pa-
cific Gas & Electric at 1-800-743-5002. Do not go
near it yourself. Leave that to the experts. To
check on current power outages visit:
pge.com/outagecenter.

Many times during power outages it is
more convenient to light a candle. After all, if it
was good enough for the pioneers, it’s good
enough for us. Also, candles do a good job of
adding light to a room, and that’s not even
mentioning the romance factor. If using can-
dles, keep in mind the many safety precau-
tions. Always keep a burning candle in sight;
never burn a candle near anything flammable;
keep candles away from children and pets; use
a sturdy, nonflammable candle holder; and
never use a candle as a nightlight.

Fireplaces help to keep the house warm in
the event of a power outage, but they can also
be another source of danger. Make certain that
you use a metal mesh screen to prevent sparks
from popping out of the fireplace and igniting
something nearby. Never use lighter fluid to
start a fire in your home - it is not a barbecue.
If you haven’t used your fireplace in a long
time, call a professional to clear it of any possi-
ble combustible items and remove any low
hanging branches away from the outside that
could catch fire. Chimneys should be fitted
with a mesh screen and spark arrester.

Take care to have your house rain-ready to
avoid any type of water damage both inside
and out. Making sure to clean out gutters of
any debris allows for an uncluttered drain
pipe and possible gutter overflow. By the same
token, make certain to keep all drains in yards,
driveways and pool decks clear to avoid water
backing up into the home. Remember that rain
rivers can also cause fallen leaves to accumu-
late onto a drain and create a plugged effect.
Try to check the drains during breaks in the
rain to make sure they are not blocked. Also,
Lamorinda offers sandbags free of charge to
residents who may live in problem areas.

In order to save money on the electric bill,
space heaters work to warm up a room and
add direct heat. MOFD recommends the pur-
chase of space heaters with labels from rep-
utable testing laboratories. Plug the space
heater directly into an outlet. Do not use ex-
tension cords or power strips that can over-
heat. Try not to put heaters in high traffic ar-
eas where someone can trip over them; keep
flammable materials at least three feet away
from the heat; and unplug the heater when it’s
not in use. There are space heaters available
that shut off when they are knocked over.

Inclement weather can be a danger to even
the safest of drivers. Hydroplaning and skid-
ding can be prevented on wet roads by driving
slowly and carefully. Keeping a larger than
normal distance from the vehicle in front of
you will prevent you from braking hard and
skidding. Make certain that the car’s tires are
properly inflated. The pressure changes during
extreme cold and heat (winter and summer).
Also, check to see that there is sufficient tread-
ing on the tire. Bald tires are useless in the
rain. Windshield wipers should offer clear vis-
ibility when in use. Check for dried out wipers
with cracks.

In most, if not all, of the safety tips plain
old common sense is key to staying safe during
the winter months. Remember, “An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

A moment of reflection with new Lafayette mayor Carl Anduri
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The pandemic and result-
ing economic fallout is easily
the greatest ongoing chal-
lenge for the city. “The big is-
sue for Lafayette is the eco-
nomic impact on small busi-
nesses.” Anduri said sales
taxes have returned to levels
seen in 2019 and property tax
revenue is actually a bit
higher in 2022 than it was in

the year prior to the pan-
demic. Even so, he recognizes
the harm caused by COVID-19
and said it has altered his
awareness. “I have a new ap-
preciation for how difficult it
is for small business owners
to be successful. (Vice Mayor)
Gina Dawson and I want to
walk along the streets and
meet with owners to talk
about their concerns.”

In addition, the council’s

goals for 2023 that will be re-
visited and revised at the Feb.
11 meeting that is open for
public comment include sup-
porting the Park Theatre
Trust and other city learning
and nonprofit centers, com-
pleting the Housing Element,
enacting Vision Zero -
specifically, using new tech-
nology to slow the speeds of
traffic moving through the
downtown core — and collabo-

rations with Sustainable Con-
tra Costa that establish
Lafayette’s position as a
leader in sustainability, in-
cluding the Environmental
Task Force’s legislative agenda
to have EV charging for new
multifamily buildings.

Asked what motivated
him to participate in city gov-
ernment — and to stay in-
volved when the going has
been rough — Anduri said his

ternal force were major fac-
tors. “I just had a basic desire
to serve.”

Anduri, mildly uncom-
fortable with “going per-
sonal,” said, “let’s not put too
much attention on that.” In-
stead, he’d prefers the focus
turns to community and
council goals and to the up-
coming 175-year-plus celebra-
tion in 2023 of Lafayette and
its history (see story Page A2).

father’s example and an in-

Revelers ring in the new year after heavy downpour saturates Lamorinda

. continued from Page Al

The Roundup Saloon in Lafayette saw no shortage of merriment on New

Year's Eve.
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ring in 2023.

A festive party was thrown by the Moraga Country Club for its members to
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Donning masks for the New Year's Eve celebration at the Moraga Country

Club were this joyous mother and daughter.



